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JEE row: CBSE

told to give answer
keys to students

Aakriti Vasudeva
= htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Disposing of a peti-
tion filed against the Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) by 15 students who
obtained lower than expected
scores in the Joint Engineering
Examination (JEE) Main
exam, the court directed the
board to provide them with
their OMR sheet, calculation
sheet and answer keys before
May 29.

The petition, filed in Delhi
High Court on May 13, said the
aggrieved students had obtained
up to 150 marks lower than they
calculated. They sought their
optical mark recognition (OMR)
sheet, calculation sheet and
answer keys from the CBSE so
they could review their scores.

The JEE main exam
has replaced the All India
Engineering Entrance
Exammatlonthlsyear for admis-
sion to NITs, IIITs and other
centrally funded institutes. The
petitioner wanted permission to
sit for the JEE Advanced exam
on June 2, the second level quali-
fying exam for Indian Institute
of Technology(II'T)s, subject to

the reviewed outcome of their
JEE Main result.

However, at the hearing
on Wednesday, the CBSE
counsel told the court it had
already decided to provide the
documents to students. “We
informed the court that we have
verified the petitioners’ ques-
tion papers and solutions and
do not see a change in their
marks,” said CBSE’s counsel
Amit Bansal.

The petitioner’s lawyer
Aashish Mishra said the court
directed CBSE to provide his
clients with their OMR sheet,
calculation sheet and answer
keys before May 29. “If we
still have any grievance, the
court has given us the liberty
to file a fresh petition and we
will exercise that option if
need be,” he said.

However, parents of students
who have scored low marks are
dejected. “We are extremely
disappointed. My son Manu
Sharma was expecting 220 out
of 360 in JEE main but was
shocked to get only 81 marks and
is not eligible for JEE advanced.
We will continue the fight,” said
Krishna Gopal Sharma, parent
of a petitioner.
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Aghok Kumar

GURGAON: India has a difficult
neighbourhood holding full
range of conventional, strate-
gic and non-traditional chal-
lenges, but our security has
never been stronger than it is
today and our international
relationships have never

been more conducive to our’

national development efforts,
said Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh while laying the
foundation for the first Indi-
an National Defence Univer-
sity (INDU) at Bmola village
here on

Saying it was unperatwe
that our defence profession-
als remain abreast of the
complex environment we
face, Dr. Singh said: “We are
living at a moment of history

when the ldiswm@t
change ox:“;rscale and at

speed rarely seen before. No-
where is this

tiple security chall
‘account of the inter.

change more
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PM lays foundation for defence varsity

Universify conceived to facilitate holistic study of defence, strategic security challenges

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in conversation
with Haryana Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda during a function at Binola village in
Gurgaon on Thursday. = PHOTO: PTI

pronounced than in Asla,
where we are witnessing mul-

must also be conscious of our
strategic opportunities. It
- on should prompt a reorienta-

nof tion of our strategic thinking
fragile States, internal con- = and a reappraisal of our high-
flicts, proliferation of arms er defence organisation and
and termnst groupa.. but we that is wherqvthxs umverslty
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comes in.”

Tobe set up at an estimated
cost of Rs.300 crore on 200
acre of land in Binola and Bi-
laspur villages of Gurgaon,
the university has been con-

~ceived to facilitate holistic

study of defence and strategic

- security challenges.

Thanking Haryana Chief
Minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda for his “generous”
support for the project, Dr.
Singh said the proximity of

* the university to Delhi will fa-

cilitate much needed close in-
teraction between its faculty
and students and defence pol-
icy-makers in the national
Capital. -

Describing the setting up of
the prestigious university in
Gurgaon as a befitting addi-
tion to the galaxy of premier
Central institutes established
in Haryana during the past
eight years of Congress rule,
Mr. Hooda announced Rs.l
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crore each for Binola and Bi-
laspur villages, which gave
land for the university. He
said setting up of the univer-
sity will be a tribute to all the
soldiers of our country and
create the right kind of
awareness and information
among all key players, espe-
cially the decision makers at
the highest level. ;

Defence Minister A.K. An-
tony said setting up of the
university showed the prior-
ity the UPA Government at-
tached to the national
security and added that it will
be fully functional by
2018-19. :

Haryana Governor Jagan-
nath Pahadia, External Af-
fairs ~ Minister  Salman
Khurshid, Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister Ku-
mari Selja, Minister of State
for Defence Jitendra Singh
and the three Services Chiefs
were also present.

After DU, JNU seeks approval for four-year UG programme

VARUN BIDHURI

g to go for

government sector, has

graduate school in the uni-

posal to the UGC and once

have courses which will be
feeder for the Post Gradu-
ate courses, that are already

“ being run on the campus.

According to sources,

. post graduate programmes.

Under the scheme a stu-

dent having completed
FYUP can earn the credits
to become a PG in ma;or

‘DU is introducing FYUP

discipline in a year's time.’

lt in 2014 15 after its older already introduced multi-  versity. Though JNU VC S  we get a positive response
NEW DELHI: The lntm counterpart Delhi Uni- exit four-year undergradu- K Sopory confirmed that we will decide on the
duction of four-y versity deciding to adopt  ate degree programme. a proposal has been sent  course structure and con-
graduate-programme it from the very next aca- JNU has sent a proposal  to the UGC, he refused to  tent' said Sopory.
(EYUP) has become the demic session. to the University Grants  answer whether it was for ~ The JNU proposal to
flavour of the season with The Ambedkar Univer- Ci i (UGC)under  aa three-year or four-year the UGC mentions though
the prestigious Jawaha- sity of Delhi (AUD), the the innovation university course. mentions that the school of
tlal Nehru U Yy young y in the scheme for starting under ‘We have sent the pro-  under graduate studies will

under the similar concept
of having feeder under-
graduate courses for the

As of now JNU runs
three years under-gradu-
ate degree programmaes

for the foreign languages.
Theses students have to do
two year course to get the
Masters degree.

‘The time spent for
becoming master would
thus remain the same even
when the FYUP is intro-
duced, source added.
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op B-School Grads now Keen on

an Innings with Microfinance Cos

Students from IIMs & XLRI look to work with companies that are neither profit-focused nor immersed in social causes

Tapping New Recruits
| Janalakshmi Financial Services

~ Hiredfrom IM-Band IIM-L
Hired 65 management graduates including 2 from
TISS, while last year they roped in just 20 students
§ Bandhan Microfinance
Overall 16 interns in 2013 from [IMs and 12 in 2012
Received applications from Calcutta University,
Azim Premji University

§ Uijivan Financial Services

CHALLENGES

Average salary
of 78-9lakh
makes it diffi
cuitto hook an
1M student

Some enter the
se((orthmkmg
it'sastepaw
fromthefi
nance industry

Students
na\.e tobe

Urban areas

DEVINASENGUPTA & BISWARUP GOOPTU
BANGALORE
he micro-finance sector which
T spent some months setting its
house in order is now making a

quiet recovery. While banks and inves-
tors are making a cautious re-entry and
now micro-finance firms are homing in
on top ent colleges to attract
the best talent. Students too want work
experience with companiesthatarenei-
ther profit-focused nor immersed in so-
cial causes. Micro-finance firms fit the
bill and are entertaining resumes from
the likes of IIMs and XLRI for intern-
ships and recruitments. The numbers
are tentative but it appears that stu-
dentsare willing toforego hefty salaries
and tread the middle path.

Janalakshmi Financial Services; a
microfinance institution, hired its
first IIM graduate from Lucknow (IIM-
L)in2011. And, after a gap of two years,
it hired another from IIM Bangalore
(IIM-B). The firm, which had loan dig-
bursements of 1,000 crore inthelast fi-
nancial year and plans another 2,500
crore in the new one, received 17 re-
sumes, short-listed five and selected
one from IIM-B. The number may be
small but the interest is growing. 5

This year, the firm hired 65 manage-
ment graduates including two from the
Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS),
while last year it roped in just 20 stu-
dents. They have had 35-40 internsinthe
last three years from second-rung man-
agement colleges and plan to look at
IIMs for its 2014 placements.

“We are just like any another bank
with smaller valuations. We now want
to expand our target. Though we are

not urban, we use software products
and have performance management
systems in place,” says VS Radhakrish-
nan, MD and CEO of the Bangalore-
based micro-finance institute:

The student from IIM-B will handle
technology, strategy and planning
while those who get hired from TISS
will look at operations such as running
branches, -added Radhakrishnan, an
IIM-A alumnus himself. The Indian mi-
crofinance sector, once valued at
226,000 crore, has been in a fire-fighting
mode sincelate 2010, when Andhra Pra-
desh imposed tight reg-

— ulations on microfi-
MFis are nance firms citing
looking usurious interest rates
atresumes and the use of coercion
fromthe torecoverloans.

likes of IIMs Bandhan Microfi-
and XLRI nance, India's largest
for micro-lender in terms
internships of loan disbursements,
and has done one better. Ac-
recruitment

cording to CS Ghosh,
chairman and manag-

ing director, the MFI has had a steady
ﬂow of interns from IIM Calcutta over
thelast five-to-six years.

“Anumber of students, whoattend the
guest lecture that I conduct at IIM-C ev-
ery year on development and micro-fi-
nance, have comeand interned with us.
We have also had students from the
London School of Economics working
with us as interns last year,” he said.
Weare yet to hire from these toprung B-
schools, says Ghosh. The MFT had 12 in-
terns from IIMsin 2012 and 16 this year.

Bandhan Microfinance’s research
team is responsible for selecting stu-
dents and has received applications

from Calcutta University, Azim Premji
University and, for the first time, feel-
ers have come from students of Indian
Institute of Foreign Trade, too.

“Dynamics of the microfinance in-
dustry and the exposure it gives attract
MBA graduates these days,” says Rajiv
Mishra, chairperson, placement,
XLRI. The first microfinance company
to hire from the Jamshedpur-based
management college was FINO Pay-
Tech, this year. It recruited a student
fora project management profile. .

Getting students from top B schools at
an average salary of 28 lakh is difficult
and microfinance companies prefer
initiating students into their world
through internships.

IIM Lucknow had MicroSave pick up
three interns this year and wants to
take this interest amongst students to
thenextlevel. “We have observed an in-
crease in the number of students who
are interested in exploring career op-
tions in microfinance. We are plan-
ning to engage these organi.sations in
creating a suitable profile for manage-
ment graduates,” said the placement
team of the management college.

Industry players see these steps by
colleges as a sign of recovery. “Now
that we are coming out of the crisis, we
see aresumed interest in our industry.
We get interns from Ivy League colleg-
esand have 20 interns this year but will
definitely start hiring soon,” said Sa-
mit Ghosh, founder of Ujjivan Finan-
cial Services. They also have manage-
ment development programmes since
2006 and take students from XIM, Bhu-
baneswar and TISS.

devina.sengupta@timesgroup.com
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